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COOKTOWN AIRLINES 

FLYING THE FRIENDLY SKIES OF JUNIOR SECONDARY SINCE 201511! 

Issue Number 1, Week 2, Term 3 2019 

Welcome to our first edition of Cooktown Airlines, our weekly newsletter dedicated to 

our Year 6 passengers who will be departing Primary School at the end of this year 

and arriving in Junior Secondary at Cooktown P-12 State School in 2020!!! Every two 

weeks we will explain more and more of what Junior Secondary is about, preview the 

exciting year ahead, and provide tips and ideas for parents! Enjoy!!! 

Introduction 

Please allow me to introduce myself. 

My name is David Lang and I am the Deputy Principal of Junior Secondary (7-9) at Cooktown 

P-12 State School P-12. I have been teaching with Education Queensland since 2000, and

have worked in a number of schools: Nanango, Wynnum, Wellington Point, Coorparoo,

Brisbane Bayside, Biloela, and now Cooktown, where I have been fortunate enough to be



Deputy Principal from the start of 2017. My wife Leah also works at the school, and my three 

children attend the school - in Years 3, 5 and 7. We love living in Cooktown and it is an 

absolute privilege to serve and work for the students, parents and teachers of Cooktown P-12 

State School. 

Adolescence is a time of change. From the years of approximately 11-15, young people start 

undergoing a number of changes; mentally, physically, socially and emotionally. The Junior 

Secondary School (Years 7-9) at Cooktown P-12 State School is designed to support these 

changes in our students, and to ensure that every student flourishes and succeeds both inside 

and outside of school. Research overwhelmingly points to success in adolescence as linked 

to relationships; the relationships between students themselves, the students and their 

teachers, the students and their parents, and parents and teachers. Our Junior Secondary 

School is committed to developing, strengthening and embedding these relationships, and we 

want to start with our incoming Year 7 cohort now (current Year 6 students). 

"Cooktown Airlines", our signature Junior Transition Program, represents the departure from 

Year 6 and arrival into Year 7. Beginning this week, we will be sending out a biweekly 

newsletter that is packed full of information, advice and suggestions built around Junior 

Secondary. It will also include information about parent meetings, Year 6 students visiting and 

learning in the High School, and other dates. If you would like to join the mailing list group 

that receives this by email, please email me at david.lang@eq.edu.au . Your email will not be 

shared with other parents. All students will also receive a paper copy in class. 

"Cooktown Airlines" comprises of opportunities for Year 6 students to experience Secondary 

School. This year a selected group of students in Year 6 will have the opportunity to participate 

in our Junior Secondary Celebration Day at Finch Bay on the last day of Term 3 based on 

effort, attendance and behaviour; we have done this over the last two years and everyone 

agreed it was a fantastic and fun-filled day! We have organised two Transition Days for 

students to taste Secondary School in Term 4. The purpose of these days is for students to 

follow a traditional high school timetable, and trial subjects that they may not have experienced 

in primary school. The aim is also to alleviate any concerns students may have in moving into 

a secondary school environment, and allow students to meet some of their teachers. 

We also understand that as parents you have lots of questions that you would like answered. 

There are a number of events where we would like to engage with parents, and as I wrote 

earlier, the stronger the relationship between parents and the school, the more successful 












