
COOKTOWN STATE SCHOOL –
Careers: Parent Information Session



Today we will discuss:

• SET Plans (Senior Education & Training Plan)

• QCE (Qld Certificate of Education)

• ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank)

• QTAC (QLD Tertiary Admission Centre)

• Study Skills Tips

• Career Development Links



Australian Qualifications Framework & Pathways

Yr 10

Qld Certificate of 

Education

Years 11 & 12

CERTIFICATES I - IV

(6 – 24 MONTHS)

TAFE

Colleges

Registered Training   

Organisations

(S B) Traineeship or  

Apprenticeship

DIPLOMAS

12 - 24 

MONTHS

TAFE

Colleges

Universities

DEGREES

3 + YRS

 Universities

JOB

JOB JOB JOB

JOB



WHAT IS A SET PLAN?
• Your SET Plan will show what you plan to do in your Senior 

Schooling phase of learning (Yr 11 & 12) in order to achieve your 
education, training and career goals! It is like your individual road 
map to your future!

• There are 6 parts to your SET plan including

• Intended Learning
• Personal Goal
• Careers & Courses
• Subject Selection 
• Strategies
• Monitoring & review

NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF YEAR 10!







Topics that may be discussed

• Level of Achievement for subjects

• Attendance

• Student Career Goals

• Possible Barriers to achieving goals

• University Pre-requisites

• Strength and Weaknesses



What to Bring

• Subject selection form

• Year 10 ‘My Personal Plan’ booklet – Goals completed

• Copy of your SET PLAN (printed from OneSchool) –
School can print this!

• A copy of a Career Assessment (online report or 
Self-Directed Career Search completed at school)

• Parent/Guardian + Student + School Staff member



SET PLAN BOOKING TIMES

Please ring the office to make a booking, Bookings will be allocated to DP Cherryl Perry 
or GO Trent& HOD Jodie. 



Queensland Certificate of Education





QCE

• Major qualification at the end of Year 12

• Priority is for all senior students to leave with a 

QCE

Requires an amount of learning at a set standard

• 20 credits* to be eligible

• C standard or equivalent

• must meet literacy and numeracy requirements



Simply ……….  

5 subjects passed 

x  4 credits per subject  

=  20 QCE points



Mary                             

Lisa will receive her QCE because she has achieved 20 QCE points in a SET Standard



Bart will receive a QCE because he achieved 20 QCE credit points at a SET standard

The importance of completing and being awarded a year 10 VET Subject.  ‘Safety Gap’



Will this student receive a QCE certificate?



Will Ned receive his QCE certificate?



(Draft) 2021 Subject Selection – Year 11 & 12

* Subject Cost involved



School-based Apprenticeships 
and Traineeships

Not provided by the school but rather are positions created by 

employers. Ms Perry will be notified of positions as they become 

available. Students are encouraged to register an interest in SBAs and 

SBTs with the school. Students must be pro-active in sourcing 

SBA/SBT in addition to the school support.

School Based Apprenticeships enable students to complete part of 

an apprenticeship over the two years of senior school and then it is 

normally converted to a full time apprenticeship at the end of year 12.

School Based Traineeships are normally for 1-2 years duration and 

terminate at the end of year 12. The school will assist students to 

access these opportunities once a position becomes available through 

other agencies and employers. 



School of Distance Education 

• Variety of subjects

• Strong Study Skills 

• Student must be obtaining the following 

 90% Attendance 

B+-A in English 

B=-A in Science and/or Maths 

DP approved 

Fee involved 



Cairns Distance Education



Cairns Distance Education



Brisbane SDE



















Examples of Study Patterns for ATAR

English
General Maths
Chemistry
Physical Education
Food and Nutrition
Biology

English
Mathematical Methods
Modern History
Visual Art
Aquatic Practices

English
Mathematical Methods
Chemistry
Certificate III Business
Design

English
Mathematical Methods
Modern History
Physical Education
Food and Nutrition
Cert III Visual Arts

































‘ATAR’ or ‘No ATAR’?

This is often the question!

• If you are seriously thinking about going to Uni
after Year 12 then being ATAR eligible makes a 
lot of sense.

• If you are interested in VET or Apprenticeships 
or traineeships you don’t need to be ATAR 
eligible and you can choose subjects that will 
help you achieve these goals.

• If you like reading and writing assignments and 
you know you are academic then you would 
probably enjoy an ATAR course… 

• If you are uncertain about Uni but doing well in 
your Year 10 subjects, you should consider it but 
be aware that you can apply for Uni courses if 
you are not ATAR eligible. 





Year 10 JCU 
Experience

• Stay overnight on campus at 
John Grey Hall (Cairns)

• Attend Course information 
sessions with JCU lecturers

• Experience ‘Uni Life’
• Learn more about JCU courses

• Monday 23rd November
• $90 pp (bus, lunch, dinner 

& accommodation)
• Mr Kirk will provide more 

information in Term 4



What should you be doing now?

Use online tools such as:

• https://joboutlook.gov.au

• https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes

• https://www.myskills.gov.au/
• https://www.aapathways.com.au/students

• https://study.une.edu.au/ci/documents/detail/2/c
l-landing-fivestars-future-2017-tri2-mff

• Research Career trends

• Job security vs job satisfaction

• Discuss advantages and disadvantages of different working environments and conditions

https://joboutlook.gov.au/
https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes
https://www.myskills.gov.au/
https://www.aapathways.com.au/students


Some considerations

• Research what the QTAC pre-requisites are for University courses…… 
it will save you lots of $$$ and time. Refer to 2022 QTAC Pre-req book 
(Mr Kirk can help you with this).

• Do your research on job pre-requisites (Are you colour blind or have a 
specific medical condition?)

• You will be disadvantaged if you change subjects in Year 11 & 12. Do 
your research (talk to teachers and current Year 11 & 12 students now 
to get feedback).

• Don’t worry about what subjects/careers/pathways your friends are 
choosing, do subjects YOU are interested in & good at!

• Go into your SET Plan meeting prepared 





Get Organised –
Time Management is Essential

• Create a plan for

– The semester

– The term

– The week

– Individual sessions

• Assessment will tend to be 
due in blocks due to QCAA 
requirements

• Term 1 – week  7 – 9

• Term 2 – week 8 – 10

• Term 3 – week 4 – 7

• Term 4 – external exams

- week 4 – 7 



Listening and Notetaking

• Active listening, while listening ask yourself:

– What are the key points

– How does this relate to previous knowledge

– Does this make sense

– How is this helpful/how can it be used

• Need to get the entire message and remember it up 
to 12 months (or more) later

• Retention is assisted by good notetaking.



Listening on its own is not 
enough

Long term retention 
rates based on 
method of 
delivery/interaction.

https://thepeakperformancecenter.com/educational-
learning/learning/principles-of-learning/learning-pyramid



Notetaking/review of work

• Notes should be:

– Written clearly during the lesson – preferably as a summary 
in students own words rather than rote copying from board

– Reviewed and expanded upon as soon as possible after class

• Other summary books/notetaking can be helpful as a guide for 
long term revision such as

– Formula/example book for maths

– Glossary book for English/history



Retention of Knowledge

• To remember you must revisit material many times

– Notetaking in class

– Review of notes following lesson

– Completing related questions in class/for homework

• Topics should be reviewed regularly throughout the term, 
semester, year

– Create concept maps linking topics throughout 
term/semester

– Redoing/completing worksheets/questions/activities

• Particularly important for maths/science subjects with exams 
that cover all of unit 3 and 4 topics



Additional resources

• Multiple websites deal with this

• School diary has a study skills section that students can use as a 
self reflection and also a planner for time management

• Deakin University has a Year 11 and 12 study skills section

– https://www.deakin.edu.au/students/studying/year-11-and-
12-study-skills



The Yr.12 Formal 
Criteria 

• >90% attendance 

• Actively learning in school

• Submission of all assessment and exams

• QCE or QCIA eligibility 

• COVID Conditions 

• This is not the reason you enrol and 
remain in senior schooling

• Cap on tickets   



QUESTIONS


